(Amended) The method of cmim\ 1^ wherein [the hydrogel solution is hardened] said 
cell-polymeric composition hardens p riorvto [implantation in] introduction into the animal. 



3. (Amended) The method of claim 
composition hardens after introduction into t 
hardens]. 



4. (Amended) The method of claim 1 
[hydrogel] is selected from the group consisting 
oxide-propylene glycol block copolymers, po 
copolymers of acrylic acid and methacrylic ac 



5. (Amended) The method of claim [^ 
[hydrogel] is hardened by exposure to an ager 
changes, and temperature changes. 



wherein the [hydrogel is injected] cell-polymeric 
animal [as a cell suspension, which then 



wherein the natural or synthetic organic polymer 

of alginate, polyphosphazines, polyethlene 
^'(acrylic acids), poly(methacrylic acids), 
d, poly(vinyl acetate), and sulfonated polymers. 



] 2 or 3, wherein the cell-polymeric composition 
t selected from the group consisting of ions, pH 



6. (Amended) The method of claim wherein the cell-polvmeric composition 
[hydrogel] is hardened by interaction with idns saluted from the group consisting of copper, 
calcium, aluminum, magnesium, strontiunyj^arium, tin, and ^-jjri--^tetra-functional organic 
cations; anions selected from the groua/<fonfisting5tlet^ln6lecular weight dicarboxylic acids, 
sulfate ions and carbonate ions. 



7. (Amended) The method of of air 
[hydrogel] is fiirther stabilized bybrgiis-lii 



♦^wherein the cell-polvmeric composition 
cing with [polyion] multivalent ions. 



8. (Amended) The method of clafm U wherein the cells are selected from the group 
consisting of [chrondocytes and other] calls that form cartilage, [osteoblasts and other] cells that 
form bone, muscle cells, fibroblasts, anq organ cells. 




9. (Amended) The method of 
specific shape prior to implantation.] & 
having a desired anatomical shape ani 




fein [the hydrogel is molded to form a 
folymeric composition is introduced into a mold 
rdened prior to introduction into the animal. 



Fiease cancel claim lOT 
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(Amended) [A composition] An | 



M^L^Izii^or [implanting tissue] 



A^\^^ ^tToducm^. cells into an animal , said <i[g^[idd.bemg a ce>llVolymeric composition comprising: a 
[hydrogel solution] biodegradable, biocompatible natur^ot synthetic organic polymer, wherein 
the polymer is capable of hardening into a three-dimenliofaaropen-lattice structure which entraps 
water molecules to form a hydrogel mixed with dissoaated\:ell«, said cell-polymer composition 
being suitable for implantation into an animal. / ^ 

12. (Amended) The pitp^^>g ^i<jaof cla im 1 1/ wherein the [hydrogel solution is hardened 
prior to implementation in the animal] cell-polvmyric composition is hardened into a desired 
anatomical shape. 





13. Please cancel claim 13. 



14. (Amended) The jj(l«rf?p<Jiiti*iill^f claum 1 1 , wherein the [hydrogel] natural or synthetic 
organic polymer is selected from the group consisting of alginate, polyphosphazines, 
polyethylene oxide-polypropylene glycol blpck copolymers, poly(acrylic acids), poly 
(methacrylic acids), copolymers of acryli^-^tod and rnpthacrylic acid, poly(vinyl acetate), and 
sulfonated polymers. 

15. (Amended) The i|«$ijjptVsift(pl^of clainyf4, wherein the [hydrogel is] cell-polymeric 
composition can be hardened by e^p^f^^e to^ agent selected from the group consisting of ions, 
pH changes, and temperature cha 



3 



6 



10 



0 



1 6. (Amended) The m(\(jpo§t^fMpf claim 1 5, wherein the [hydrogel is] cell-polymeric 
composition can be hardened by interaction with ions selected from the group consisting of 
copper, calcium, alimiinum, magnesium, strontium, Karium, tin, and di-, tri- or tetra-functional 
organic cations; or anions selected from the group consisting of low molecular weight 
dicarboxylic acids, sulfate ions and carbonate ions. 



1 7. (Amended) The ^dr%d%trto of clainy 1 4^ wherein the cell-polymeric composition 
[hydrogel] is further stabilized by cross-linking ^ith [polyion] multivalent ions. 

1 8 . (Amended) The {[Ji^ja(%)SlU0lS|^i claim 1 1 , wherein the dissociated cells are selected 
from the group consisting of [chronodocytes/and other] cells that form cartilage, [osteoblasts and 
other] cells that form bone, muscle cells, filftroblasts, and organ cells. 



'Please add the following new claims: 



19. (newly added) The method of jtlaim 8, wherein the cells that form cartilage comprise 
chrondocytes. 




20. (newly added) The m^od/)f claim §/whereirij 
osteoblasts. 



lat form bone comprise 



■^hf^'^^^l. (newly added) The/s 
chrondocytes. 



•of claim 1 8, wherein the cells (ft»»rorm cartilage comprise 



O 22. (newly added) Thfi ^omod of claim 18, where the cells that form bone comprise 
osteoblasts. 

— — ■ * 

Remarks 



With this amendment, claims 10 and 13 have been cancelled and claims 19-22 have 
been introduced. The amendments to claims 1-18 are discussed below. The new claims are 
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